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MAY 2016 
 
Those celebrating their birthdays are Tracy DesLaurier on the 5th, Andy 
Friderichsen and Len Evenson on the 13th, David Burnett on the 18th, 
Allan Warrack on the 24th and David Winfield on the 25th. Those 
celebrating their wedding anniversaries are Sheldon and Judy 
Weatherby, 45 years on the 15th; Fred and Paulette Schulte, 48 years 
on the 18th; Chuck and Myrna Gerhart, 51 years on the 22nd; Peter and 
Katherine Morrison, 36 years on the 30th and Bob and June Kerrison, 
57 years on the 30th. 
 
OFFICIAL CLUB NOTICE 
 
The Gyro Club of Edmonton 
Constitution and By-Laws 
 
Pursuant to Article XIII-Amendments 
Notice is hereby given that proposed amendments to the March 20, 2007 
Constitution and By-Laws will be discussed with members on June 21, 2016 
 
Copies of the proposed amended Constitution and By-Laws dated…… will be 
provided to all members prior to the June 21st meeting. 
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SECOND POSTING 

Ron Trant has applied for membership in our club. Ron and his wife Theresa 
reside at 14026 104 Avenue NW, T5N 0W6. Their telephone number is 780-623-
9606 and email address is ron.trant@investorsgroup.com Ron is a Financial 
Consultant with Investors Group and is proposed by Ray Dallaire and Ari 
Hoeksema. 

SECOND POSTING 

Jack Bowen has applied for membership in our club. Jack and his wife Steffany 
reside at 8 Elsinore PL NW, T5X 5W3. Their telephone number is 780-777-5255 
and email address is jbowen@telus.net  Jack is a semi-retired Business Partner 
with Footprint Developments and is proposed by Bob Bahniuk and Taras Chmil. 

 

 

President Jack Little welcomed 71 Gyros and Gyrettes including Dale Woodroffe 
2nd International Vice-President and MaryAnn and Alan Pentney, District 
Governor to the April 30th Club Officers Installation held at the University of 
Alberta Faculty Club.  

John Mann advised that Bruce Swanson had agreed to let his name stand for the 
position of 2nd Vice-President. He moved and Peter Carter seconded the motion 
to nominate Bruce. The motion was approved unanimously! 

Barry Walker, Treasurer and former recipient of the Award of Merit in 2001 and 
recipient of the Bud Mitchell Award (International Gyro of the Year) in 2006 
announced that yours truly, Fred Schulte was the recipient of the Award of Merit 
for Outstanding Service to Gyro. Needless to say, the recipient was flabbergasted 
and had no inkling of the award in advance. It is a great honour to be recognized 
by the Gyro fraternity! Second Vice-President, Dale Woodroffe presented the 
award on behalf of Gyro International. Dale also brought greetings from Gyro 
International and indicated that we need to continue to invite new and younger 
members to Gyro and have “Fun with Purpose”. 

mailto:ron.trant@investorsgroup.com
mailto:jbowen@telus.net
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        Paulette Schulte                    Fred Schulte                         Dale Woodroffe  
 
Our group was then treated to an energetic presentation by “The Hong de Lion 
Dancers” 
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Governor Alan Pentney had the pleasure of welcoming Dan and Sandy Hasinoff 
to the GYRO fraternity and proceeded to formally induct Dan into the Gyro Club 
of Edmonton. Dan was sponsored by Allan Warrack and John Boyd. 

  

                                                  Sandy and Dan Hasinoff                   

 
Governor Alan then proceeded with the installation ceremony for the club 
officers. Directors, David Winfield and Alan Rusler committed to upholding the 
principles of Gyro and the Constitution/Bylaws of Gyro International, District VIII 
and the Gyro Club of Edmonton. In turn, Jack Little was installed as Past President 
and showed the audience what was left of his “chain of office” after 12 months of 
grueling service. Gary Campbell, Treasurer accepted his position, along with 
Barry Walker as Secretary, Ray Dallaire as First Vice-President and Bruce 
Swanson as Second Vice-President. Peter Carter committed to his new role as 
President and received a heavy re-furbished chain of office from Jack Little. 
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                                           2016-17 Club Officers 
 David Winfield     Bruce Swanson   Peter Carter 
 Gary Campbell    Alan Rusler                        Ray Dallaire   Jack Little  Barry Walker 

 
Thanks to Jack Little and David Burnett for organizing a first-class event! 

 
 
GYRO RECOGNIZED for a History of Building Playgrounds 
 
On May 7, 2016 there was a joyous celebration to open the archway and plaque 
at Gyro No 3 Playground in Tipton Park completing a project of restoring and 
upgrading nine of the Gyro parks in Edmonton. In addition, the master’s thesis by 
Paulina Retamales is recognized in the plaque at the entrance archway and she 
had the honour of cutting the ribbon. Paulina’s research details the history of the 
Gyro playgrounds and their impact on the communities of Edmonton. Paulina 
spoke to The Edmonton Gyro Club on this subject recently. 
When I asked Paulina what had motivated her to do research on Gyro 
playgrounds she replied that while working with the Queen Alexandra Community 
League on the initial plans to upgrade the playgrounds she noted an old plaque 
that said Gyro had built the playground. She became interested and wondered if 
the Gyro history would fit with her studies of play and playgrounds in her physical 
education master’s program at the University of Alberta. When she found that the 
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Gyro archives were, to use her word, “fantastic” she asked and received full 
support from her mentor Dr. Pearl Ann Reichwein. Paulina said that it was a rich 
and exciting experience to research the excellent Gyro archives and the numerous 
fine photographs brought the history to life for her. 
Many members attended the opening to hear all the speakers, including 
Councillor Ben Henderson, Linda Duncan MP for Edmonton Strathcona and Dr. 
PearlAnn Reichwein of U of A, give honour and recognition to Gyro.  
All members of The Gyro Club of Edmonton can be proud the rich history dating 
from the 1920s that provided the first playgrounds in the city and operated them 
for decades. The upgrading of the nine Gyro Parks is testament to the value the 
communities place on playgrounds and Gyros contribution.  
Jim Lepp 
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Photos by Bill Taylor 
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Andy Friderichsen reached another remarkable milestone on May 13th when he 
turned 95 years’ young. Andreas (Andy) was born in Copenhagen, Denmark and 
was one of two sons (Andy and Niels) and two daughters Judith and Jule).  Andy’s 
mother lived a few days short of 100 years and his grandmother also lived to 100. 
 
Andy moved to Canada in 1950 and worked in a variety of jobs including six years 
with the Canadian National Railway (CNR). Andy and Blanche met at the Rainbow 
Ballroom in 1955, eloped the following year, then spent three months in Denmark 
and Europe honeymooning. Andy spent six years as a funeral director at 
Hainstocks and then moved to McBain Camera for the remaining 21 years. 
Blanche had a groundbreaking career as a Librarian with the City of Edmonton 
and the Province of Alberta. They both retired within weeks of each other in 
1987. 
 
Thanks to Roger Russell, Andy joined the Gyro Club of Edmonton in 1984. 
 
On May 14th, a party was held with family and friends to celebrate Blanche’s life 
and Andy’s birthday. Blanche’s two sisters, Jean and Wilma were in attendance 
along with all of their relatives. Andy was honoured with a five-day visit by his 91-
year-old sister, Judith who travelled from Tucson, Arizona. 

 
Andy’s 82-year-old brother Niels and his wife Stella live in the 230-year-old 
ancestral family home 10 miles north of Copenhagen at Kongens Lyngby. Andy 
and Niels continue a long-standing tradition of phoning each other once a week. 

 
 
Congratulations Andy and 
 Happy Birthday! 
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Friderichsen family home in Kongens Lyngby 

 
 
President Peter Carter welcomed 41 Gyros and one guest to the May 17th 
luncheon meeting held at the Royal Mayfair Golf Club. Larry Dobson led the 
group in the singing of Cheerio and David Burnett presented the Grace. 
 
President Peter advised that a telephone poll of the Executive Committee 
confirmed the support for a financial donation to the Red Cross Fort McMurray 
relief effort. 
The Gyro Club of Edmonton donate $1,000 to the Canadian Red Cross Fire Relief 
for Ft. McMurray; and such funds are to come from the Club’s Benevolence 
Fund.  Motion Moved/Seconded:  Bruce Swanson/Alan Rusler and CARRIED-
Unanimously.  
 

Leon Lubin introduced our guest speaker Det. Steve Horchuk, a 17-year 

veteran of the Edmonton Police Service. Detective Horchuk is a member of the 
Alberta Integrated Child Exploitation (I.C.E.) Unit which is a Provincial Integrated 
Unit involving the RCMP, the Calgary Police Service, the Edmonton Police Service, 
the Lethbridge Regional Police Service and the Medicine Hat Police Service. There 
are two teams; a Northern Alberta Team covering all areas north of Wetaskiwin 
and a Southern Alberta Team covering all areas south of (and including) 
Wetaskiwin. Each Team is comprised of a Team Leader, Investigators and Forensic 
Technicians.  
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The I.C.E. teams investigate: 

 Accessing, possession, distribution, importation, manufacturing of child 
pornography and any computer-related child sexual abuse  

 Child luring over the internet   

 Voyeurism involving victims under the age of 18 years   

 Child Sex Trade/Tourism  
 
The Alberta Integrated Child Exploitation (I.C.E.) Unit is one of five Alberta Law 
Enforcement Response Teams (ALERT). ALERT brings together Alberta’s 
integrated policing units to strategically tackle serious and organized crime. The 
other four ALERT Integrated Teams are: 

 Organized Crime and Gangs 

 Law Enforcement Training 

 Threat & Risk Assessment (Develops risk reduction plans for domestic 
violence and stalking cases in Alberta) 

 Criminal Intelligence 
 
The Northern Alberta I.C.E. Unit operates a computer program which scans the 
internet continuously and in any given 30-day period, 100,000 images of 
pornography showing underage children are identified. Tips come from other 
jurisdictions and service providers and a clearing house operates in Ottawa to 
provide consistent information to all provinces and territories. The internet has 
provided a mechanism that allows individuals to share information, support, 
encourage and embolden each other to spread child pornography (CP) activities. 
Mobile devices have expanded the ability to connect like-minded individuals and 
share child pornography. There is also widespread use by the younger 
generation of P2P files which includes CP. 
 
I.C.E investigations include corroboration of allegations and the identification 
and location of CP suspects.  
The challenges include: 

 Resources, 

 Privacy legislation, 

 Encryption 

 Heavy forensic load  
In many cases, they are dealing with serial offenders but it is difficult to access 
home computers because they are treated as sacrosanct. It is easier to get a 
search warrant to enter the home. Vigilantes are also increasing the workload  
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for investigators and there have been no successful prosecution of suspects 
publically outed by these individuals. 
There are also risks to investigators who are subject to vicarious trauma, 
jeopardy associated with the file and the subject’s reaction. Very few of these 
cases go to trial because the individual suspects do not want publicity and are 
considered the lowest form of life in the prison system. There are mandatory 
sentencing guidelines and all convicted individuals are included in the Sex 
Offender Registry. 
At any given time, 5-6 investigations are underway by the Northern Alberta 
Team. One to two suspects are charged per week. Women do not usually 
instigate CP activity, but occasionally become involved because of their 
relationship with a man and can be a co-accused. Internationally Canada is still 
dealing with low-level offenders, there is much more organized activity in the 
United States and Europe.  
 
John Boyd thanked our speaker for a very interesting and troubling presentation. 
John indicated to Detective Horchuk that in keeping with Scottish tradition, he 
didn’t want to give too much praise resulting in a swelled head or have your 
shoes too big to fill. In summary “Not Bad”. 
 
The winner of the Free Lunch draw by our guest speaker was inexplicably John 
Boyd.  
 
 
“Fast Fred” 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
Tuesday Luncheon Meeting, Royal Mayfair Golf Club, Mixed Event 
Gyros/Gyrettes, June 7th 
Speaker: Anne Hall 
Topic: Edmonton Commercial Grads Basketball Team 
Contacts: Gerry Glassford and Cliff Revell 
 

Tuesday Luncheon Meeting, Royal Mayfair Golf Club, June 21st 
Business Meeting: Budget Review and Bylaw Amendments 
Contacts: Peter Carter, Ray Dallaire and Gary Campbell 
   
GYRO International Convention, Red Lake (Mackenzie Island), Ontario 
July 11th-17th, 2016 
 
Annual GYRO/GYRETTE Golf Tourney, Legends Golf Course, Tuesday, 
August 16th 
Format: Modified Texas Scramble, 9 holes 
Tee times: Commencing around 1:00 pm 
Cost: TBA 
As usual prizes are needed! 
Contacts: Barry and Valerie Walker, Roger Russell 
 

Annual GYRO/GYRETTE Corn Roast, Tuesday Afternoon/Evening, 
September 6th, Dayspring Presbyterian Church, 11445-40th Ave. 
Time: Bocce 4:00 pm, Dinner at 6:00 
Corn on the Cob, Chicken, Salad and Dessert 
Cost: TBA 
Contacts: Roger Russell, Barry Walker, David Burnett and friends 
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