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Those celebrating their birthdays are Jack Little on the 1st, Larry Wang 
on the 5th, Fred Schulte on the 13th and Mort Morter on the 24th. Val 
and Linda Pohl celebrated their 52nd wedding anniversary on April 1st. 
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FIRST POSTING 
 
Daryl Dyck has applied for membership in our club. Daryl and his wife 
Anita reside at 4706-58 Street, Lacombe, AB. T4L 1M6. His phone 
number is 403-877-3413 and email address. daryldyck@outlook.com   
Daryl is a 3rd Class Power Engineer with West Fraser and David Winfield 
and John Ross propose him. 
 
 

 
It is with regret that we acknowledge the resignation of Len Stevens 
from our club for health reasons. 
 
Len was born and raised in St Catharines, Ontario where he attended Connaught 
School from grades one to eight. Here he enjoyed soccer, softball, track and field 
and road hockey. A pee wee hockey team needed a replacement goalie and Len 
was asked to help when the team went to playoffs. From that point on, Len was 
involved in goal tending at all three age levels. Len then went on to play in 
bantam, midget and juvenile leagues. The juvenile league team was one of the 
farm teams for the Chicago Black Hawks at the time when there were only six 
teams in the NHL. At this point in time Len decided not to pursue a professional 
hockey league career partly due to lack of opportunities; NHL teams carried only 
one goalie! 
 
Len began his working career as a management trainee with Beaver Lumber 
which had 365 retail branches and their headquarters in Winnipeg. His initial work 
experience included time in St. Catharines, Newmarket, Sarnia and then to 
Grimsby, Ontario as Branch Manager. In 1969, Len moved to Edmonton as 
Manager of the 51st. Ave. store; followed by his appointment as District Manager 
of urban stores and then Merchandize Manager for Alberta. After Molson's took 
over Beaver, Len went to W.R. Ziegler Ltd. as General Sales Manager. This was 
followed by nine years with another lumber company. Len then became General 
Manager of Brown and Rutherford, a lumber/building supplies company in 
Winnipeg. Back in Edmonton, Len worked with his son to set up Dynamo Auto 
Services. The last six years of Len's working career was spent with West Fraser 
Mills in their Panel Board Division. 
 

mailto:daryldyck@outlook.com
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Len retired in 2002 and continued to coach minor hockey as well as participate in 
downhill skiing with both the Alberta 55 Group and the Rocky Mountain Ski Club, 
his passion for over 45 years. Len and Barbara have been married for 60 years 
and they have three children and four grandchildren. 
 
 
Len was introduced to Gyro by Bruce Foy and was formally inducted into our club 
in November 2009. Len served as a Director in 2013-15. 
 
We wish Len and Barbara the best! 
 
 

 
                                            Len and Barbara Stevens 
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The GYRO Club of Edmonton Fund 
 
In January 2007, an Ad Hoc Benevolence Fund Committee was 
established to develop a long-term plan for the management of this 
fund. The Committee completed their work in January 2008 and 
recommended that the club continue to support children through the 
building of playgrounds. The best use of the club's Benevolence Fund 
would to be to establish an endowment fund managed by the 
Edmonton Community Foundation. The existing Lee Community 
Playspace Fund would be used as our field of interest and a new Gyro 
Club of Edmonton Fund would be set up. The annual interest 
generated by this fund would be used to provide playground 
equipment to those Edmonton community play spaces that are fully 
open to the public.  
A formal fund agreement was signed with the Edmonton Community 
Foundation on April 15th, 2008 with a contribution of $16,500. Tribute 
gifts given to honour departed Gyro Club members and interest 
accruing to the fund had increased its value to over $21,000 in 2011. An 
additional $4000 was donated to the fund in 2013.  
 
The balance of the fund at the end of 2018 was $39,788.  $1,509 
is available to grant in 2019. 
 
__________________________________________________________    
 
President Bruce Swanson welcomed 35 Gyros and three guests to the April 2nd 
luncheon meeting held at the Faculty Club. 
Peter Carter led the singing of Cheerio and Jim Lochhead presented the Grace. 
David Winfield introduced his two guests, Rob Hanson and new member 
applicant, Daryl Dyck. 
 
Peter Carter advised the members that he received a quote from the caterers of 
the River Valley Place next to the High-Level Bridge to supply a meal with chicken, 
ribs, corn and the trimmings for $35 per person. A bocce tourney would also be 
part of this mixed event. The members were polled and there was significant 
support expressed for this event to be held in September. It was agreed that the  
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Annual Corn Roast and Bocce event would be held on Tuesday, September 3rd, 
2019. 
 
 
 

President Bruce presented the proposed Slate of Officers for 2019-20 
No additional candidates were proposed, and the Slate of Officers was 
approved unanimously by the members. 
 

Approved Slate of Officers 
May 1, 2019 to April 30, 2020 

 

 
President                      David Winfield 

1st Vice-President       Chuck Gerhart 

2nd Vice-President       Dunc Mills 

Past President              Bruce Swanson 

Secretary                      Barry Walker 

Treasurer                     Gary Campbell 

Directors                      Bob Bahniuk (1st Year) 

                                     Ron Trant (1st Year) 

                                     Fred Schulte (2nd year) 

                                     Tony Mazzuca (2nd year) 
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Fred Schulte introduced Cecilia Blasetti, Executive Director, Boyle 
McCauley Health Centre. For over 35 years Cecilia has worked in the not-for-

profit sector in Calgary and Edmonton and has been the Executive Director of 
Boyle McCauley Heath centre for the past 19 years. She has been on the Board of 
Directors of Elizabeth Fry, Recovery Acres and Niginan Housing Ventures and is 
the President of the Alberta Association of Community Health Centres. Cecilia is 
also on the Board of the Canadian Association of Health Centres. Her passion is 
social justice with a focus on ensuring that all the members of our community 
have safe, affordable housing and comprehensive, responsive health care. 
 
Cecilia advised that the Boyle McCauley Health Centre has been open for 39 years 
and is the only non-government community health centre in Edmonton. 
 

Boyle McCauley Health Centre provides primary health care programs that 
improve the health and well-being of under-served and marginalized children, 
youth, seniors, families and individuals. Fifty percent of our clients are homeless. 

To effectively meet the needs of a client group that is challenged by multiple 
barriers, including poverty, homelessness, mental health, multiple addictions, and 
social isolation requires a diverse and flexible array of programs and services. 
 

At BMHC we take a broad view of health care. Mental illness and addictions, HIV, 
Hepatitis C treatment, and chronic disease management are integrated in regular 
primary health care. Along with the patient, nurse practitioners, nurses, social 
workers, doctors, psychiatrists, mental health and addictions counsellors, 
dentists, and outreach workers are all part of the care team working together to 
ensure that each patient’s needs are understood and addressed. 

Every month our various programs and services including the medical clinic, foot 
care, dental clinic, Kindred House, HAART House, Community Nursing Station, 
Miyowayawin Clinic, Youth Clinic, Women’s Clinic and outreach programs have 
over 13,000 patient contacts. This includes visits with our medical practitioners, 
arranging and coordinating laboratory & diagnostic services, talking with 
pharmacists, organizing appointments and transportation to specialists and offsite 
appointments, and simultaneously working with government and community 
agencies ensure access to income and housing supports. 

Pregnancy Pathways, in partnership with various community supporters, is aimed 
at addressing the housing status and support services that were not 
readily available to pregnant woman in need.  Every year in Edmonton, 
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approximately 100 women are pregnant while experiencing homelessness. These 
vulnerable women often do not access health care and other supports 
consistently due to their mental health and addictions, precarious housing 
situation, lack of knowledge about services and/or fears that their babies may be 
apprehended by Child and Family Services.   Women may come to hospital just 
before giving birth without adequate prenatal care, which often results in 
undernourished mothers and underweight and unhealthy babies who need 
neonatal intensive care.  Early childhood experiences have a significant impact on 
physical and mental health later in life. 

Architect Gene Dub donated a $3-million, three-story apartment building 
in the McCauley neighbourhood to the Pregnancy Pathways project in 
March 2018. 

BMHC has operated a Dental Clinic in the basement of the main building for 25 
years. The University of Alberta Dental School approached BMHC and offered to 
build a new clinic with funds raised by the Dental community. The new clinic 
located on 95 Street and 104 Ave opened in January 2019. 

The new dental clinic replaces a cramped basement location featuring chairs with 
a main floor natural-light facility with eight dental chairs. The clinic is open five 
days a week and provides dental and dental hygiene care by appointment as well 
as emergency dental care. 

Supervised Drug Injection sites were pioneered in Vancouver, British Columbia. 
There are now three sites in downtown Edmonton. Boyle Street Community 
Services, Herb Jamieson Centre and BMHC. 

The BMHC started with a needle exchange program years ago as another health 
care option. The three new supervised drug injection sites are not without 
controversy but there is already evidence that trust has been established with the 
clients assisted at the BMHC. During the period of November 2018 to March 2019 
440 unique clients have made 4500 visits and 350 overdoses have been reversed. 
There is also an opportunity to provide other information to these clients on 
access to housing, assistance, mental health counselling, employment support 
and addiction treatment services. 

Cecilia answered several questions regarding staff burnout, hatred and racism 
issues. Kindness and compassion are key elements in the way staff respond to 
their client needs. People with broken spirits that are cared for provide a 
wonderful experience for staff. Most of the staff at BMHC have been there for 
many years and they love their work! 
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Gerry Glassford thanked Cecilia for an informative and thought-provoking 
presentation. 

Bruce Swanson was the Free Lunch winner. 
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It is with regret that we acknowledge the passing of Lloyd Emerson ("Mort") 
Morter on April 4th, 2019 at the age of 90 years. He is survived by his wife of 67 

years, Jean, and his four sons Doug, Dave (Donna), Bruce (Jan) and Bob (Suzanne) 
as well as six grandchildren Jeff, Lauren (Steve), Julie, Nicole, Mark and Stuart. 
 
Mort was born in Lacombe, Alberta on April 24th, 1928 to Lloyd and Charlotte 
Morter. Lloyd was the middle child; he had an older brother and younger sister. 
Lloyd's father was also born in the Lacombe area in 1903 and ran a mixed farming 
operation, including pigs and cattle. The Morter clan traces their lineage back to 
Britain when they first emigrated to the United States in 1842 through New York 
City. 
 
Lloyd took grades one to nine at a one room school in the community of Lincoln 
which was named after Lincoln, Nebraska where many of the area's original 
settlers came from. Lloyd attended high school in Lacombe where he received the 
nick name "Mort".  Mort also had an uncle named "Mort" who lived to be almost 
100 years old.  
 
In 1947 Mort started working for the Royal Bank in Lacombe as a teller and clerk. 
In 1951 he moved to Edmonton with the bank and reconnected with Jean 
Cruikshank, Mort's friend from high school days in Lacombe. Jean had completed 
her three-year nursing program in Calgary in 1950 and became an operating room 
nurse. Jean and Mort were married in Edmonton on September 5th, 1951. In 
Edmonton, Jean moved from shift work nursing in the operating room to looking 
after polio patients during the epidemic years of the early 1950's. 
 
Mort continued to move and grow with the Royal Bank and spent time at various 
branches in Edmonton and in 1955 they moved to Regina with the banks 
Personnel Department. It was then back to Edmonton South as Assistant Manager 
and then to Calgary in 1959. In 1964, Mort's work took him to the Royal Bank 
Regional office and then back to Edmonton where he retired after 37 years in 
September 1983. 
After retirement, he joined the Masonic Order and later became a charter member 

of the Al Shamal Shrine in July 1985. Mort served as Treasurer for two years and 

then six years as Recorder/Secretary for the Shrine.  

 

Mort was introduced to Gyro by Marty Larson in 1972 and served as 
President in 1985-86. Mort also served as Secretary to Marty Larson 
during Marty's tenure as District Governor in 1986. 
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Mort’s sunny and friendly disposition will be missed at our Gyro 
meetings! 
 

 
 

Jean and Mort Morter 
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John Ross and Peter Gommerud organized a tour of the Bodnar 
Collection on Tuesday, April 16th. Twenty-four Gyros, new member 
applicant Daryl Dyck and eight guests were treated to an amazing 
collection of memorabilia and collectibles. Each attendee paid $20 for 
the tour and the $660 will be donated by Ron Bodnar to the Edmonton 
Community Foundation, Gyro Club of Edmonton Fund. 
 
In 1976, Ron Bodnar attended an Edmonton swap meet and returned home 

with a box of Lincoln toy trucks. He later bought more of them from another 
swap meet and just never stopped buying them. His car collection began with the 
purchase of a 1929 Franklin 130 Sedan in 1977. He now has 13 Franklins--seven 
completed, the remainder parts cars or restoration projects. At a Calgary swap 
meet, Bodnar found a pair of Gene Autrey children’s holsters and cuffs—the start 
of another of his collectible themes.  
 
Another theme began when Bodnar bought a Meccano for his then young son, 
Conrad. Then, after buying a few Imperial Oil signs and tins, he steadily stocked 
up on petrolina. Slowly his humble foray into the world of collectibles has grown 
into a world-class collection of antiques, which he has housed in an equally 
significant display space of 20,000 square feet. 
 
Ron grew up on a farm north of Innisfree. In 2007, he retired after 25 years of 
owning his family’s oilfield materials manufacturing business. It was during that 
year that the family worked tirelessly to create the topnotch antiques display. 
 
On the main floor is a re-creation of an old-style rural Main street-not mere 
facades, but fully finished glimpses into the past. The eras range from the 1920’s 
to the 1950’s. Represented are a North Star service station, Rexall drugstore, Red 
Indian/McCall-Frontenac service station, dress shop, hat shop, hardware store, 
Texaco and BA service stations. The fire station exhibit features numerous toy 
fire trucks. Another area displays additional brands of gas pumps and oil tins.    
 
In addition to the Franklin cars parked on the main floor, there are 1955 and 1957 
Ford Thunderbirds, along with a 1948 Super De Luxe Ford and a 1947 Ford half-
ton pickup truck. 
Behind a long wall are several themed rooms: general store, jukeboxes, barber 
shop and soda shop—with individual spaces for Coca-Cola, Orange Crush, 7Up 
and Pepsi-Cola memorabilia, an ice cream parlour and café. 
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Upstairs, hundreds of cowboy toys are most dramatically highlighted by walls full 
of toy cap guns, and holsters. Next is an exhaustive series of assembled Meccano 
sets, then an overwhelming assortment of Canadian-made Lincoln and Minnitoys 
pressed metal toy trucks. 
 
Ron, wife Danin and their children Conrad and Jennifer discovered the world of 
Sunday tailgate flea markets on one of their trips to Disneyland. This trip solidified 
their life-long passion of collectibles. 
 
This information was taken from an article by Dan Wells in the Edmonton Journal 
on March 25, 2011. 
 
Ron was also a guest speaker at our luncheon meeting on May 15, 2018 when he                                                                      

drove a 1911 Franklin six-cylinder air-cooled automobile to our 
meeting. 
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Gyro Bridge Windup April 2019    
 
Another successful Bridge season ended with a wonderful celebration 
at the Highlands Golf Club on April 17. A previous year’s winner, Jack 
Brown, said Grace. Ken Willan presented the awards with Myrna 
Slobodan taking home the trophy and $50 with a season high score of 
18820. 
Other winners were: 
Warren Garbutt – 2nd high season score of 16230; $40  
Jackie Evenson– evening high lady’s score of 4660; $25  
Len Evenson – evening high gentleman’s score of 4590; $25  
Sharon Matei – high spare score of 3380; $10 
Kay Yakimets (by draw) of the Walter Yakimets award aka “better luck 
next year”; $10 
After the meal, three rounds of bridge completed the evening with the 
winners being as follows: 
Berni Hardin – high lady’s score; bottle of wine 
Len Evenson – high gentleman’s score; bottle of wine 
Jack Brown – last player to win a trick with the club 2; bottle of wine. 
 
 If any Gyro member would like to join the Bridge Club as either a 
regular or a spare, please contact Ken Willan (780-434-1306). 

 
 
Treasurer Gary Campbell advises that Club Dues for the 2019-
20 period are due in April. 
Dues remain unchanged at $235, please send your cheque 
made out to the Gyro Club of Edmonton by mail to Gary or 
give to him personally. 
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President Bruce Swanson welcomed 43 Gyros, Gyrettes and guests to 
the Annual Installation of Officers and Directors at the Faculty Club on 
Saturday evening, April 27th. Peter Carter led the singing of Cheerio and 
Chuck Gerhart brought us Grace, reflecting on the passing of Gordon 
Robertson and Mort Morter. 
 

Governor Larry Fenton and his wife Betty were welcomed and thanked 
for attending.  President Bruce then talked about the convention, 
whose attendance currently stands at 110, and thanked John Ross, 
Larry Dobson, Peter Carter and others for their efforts to promote the 
event.  Also mentioned and displayed were the golfing shirts acquired 
by Mike Matei for purchase and wearing at the convention. 
 

After dinner, the floor was passed to Governor Larry who greeted us, 
told a few stories, and commented that the shirts bought for the 
District Executive were nearly the same as those displayed.  He brought 
up the following Gyros for installation:  Ron Trant as Director, Gary 
Campbell as Treasurer, Chuck Gerhart as Vice-President, Dunc Mills as 
Second Vice-President, Bruce Swanson as Past President, and David 
Winfield as President. 
 

After the swearing-in and photos, Bruce and Bronwyn Swanson gave 
an educational, sometimes humorous, and slightly irreverent 
presentation on the origin of place names in Canada.  Bruce told a joke 
and said goodbye as President, thanking the group. 
David Winfield provided a toast to the ladies and made some opening 
remarks in his new job as President. 
 
The following photos were taken by Peter Carter. 
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Bronwyn Swanson         Bruce Swanson      District Governor Larry Fenton 
 
 

 
    Dunc Mills                        Chuck Gerhart                           Larry Fenton 
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Gary Campbell David Winfield   Bruce Swanson   Dunc Mills   Ron Trant 
                        Chuck Gerhart Larry Fenton 

 
                 Bruce Swanson                                     David Winfield 
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Dick Nichols reports on the Hockey Pool 
 
Game 18 March 23       Winners      First Period             Second                           Final 
Oilers vs Senators 
First        1       2             Lauren Warrack         Lauren Warrack            Ben. Fund MM          
Second   2      2                 Unsold                          Unsold                       Elaine Douglas 
Final       3      4              Joanne Lubin              Bruce Swanson                   Unsold 
 
Game 19 March 30       Winners           First Period         Second                           Final 
Oilers vs Ducks 
First       0        1              Gary Campbell         Bea McKenzie            Walter Yakimets 
Second  0        4              Andrew Burnett               Unsold                      Ken Willan 
Final       1       5               Ben Fund MM          Ted Ewanchuck               Jack Little       
 
Game 20 April 6          Winners          First Period          Second                             Final 
Oilers vs Flames   
First        1         1            Mike Palichuk               Shirley Kushnir           Gary Campbell 
Second   2         1           Luke Snihurowych         Bea McKenzie           Ray Dallaire 
Final        3         1           Marcia Kashani              Walter Yakimets        Bill Taylor       
 

Thanks, Dick for organizing another very successful Hockey Pool Year! 
 
“Fast Fred 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Tuesday Luncheon, Faculty Club, May 7th  
Speaker: Marc Quinn, Fort Edmonton Foundation 
Topic: The $160 million Park Expansion 
Team Leaders; Ron Trant and Roger Russell 
 

Gyrette Luncheon Meeting, Faculty Club, May 14th  
Speaker: Sabina Valentine, Registered Dietitian 
Topic: Recent changes to Canada’s Food Health Guide 
Time: Registration: 11:15-11:45, Lunch 11:45 
Cost: $25 
 

Tuesday Luncheon, Faculty Club, May 21st. 
Speaker: Staff Sergeant Tom Bechthold 
Topic: Edmonton Police Services Canine Unit 
Team Leaders: Heinrich Grosskopf and Bob Kerrison 
 

Gyro District VIII Convention, Drumheller, May 23-26th  
 

Tuesday Luncheon Meeting, Faculty Club, June 4th  
Speaker: TBA 
Topic: Forest Management in Alberta. 
Team Leaders: Peter Gommerud and Ken Willan 

 
Gyro International Convention, Reno, Nevada, June 2-6th  
 
Tuesday Luncheon Meeting, Faculty Club, June 18th 
Speaker: John McDougall 
Topic: Early 20th Century Adventures in Travel, global Adventures of the 
McDougall Family 
Team Leaders: Fred Otto and Michael Mant 
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