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JULY 2019 

 
Those celebrating their birthdays are Jack Bowen on the 1st, John Mann 
on the 2nd, Ray Dallaire on the 16th and Leon Lubin, 85 on the 18th.  
Those celebrating their wedding anniversaries are Ken and Arden 

Korchinski, 55 years on the 11th; Barry and Valerie Walker, 49 years on 
the 11th; Jack and Joyce Brown, 19 years on the 15th and Taras and Pat 
Chmil, 35 years on the 28th.           
 
President David Winfield welcomed 26 Gyros and three guests to the 
July 2nd luncheon meeting held at the Faculty Club. Dick Nichols led the 
singing of Cheerio and Jim Lochhead presented the Grace. 
Dick Nichols introduced his guest, Ken Worsley and Val Pohl 
introduced his son, Kent Pohl.  
 
 

http://www.edmontongyroclub.com/
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Taras Chmil introduced our guest speaker, Tanner King, Territory 
Manager, Spartan Controls Ltd. He is a graduate of NAIT’s 

Instrumentation Engineering Technology Program (2005) and has been 
with Spartan for 14 years. Tanner’s career has included many different 
opportunities over the years ranging from bench technician, to field 
service specialist, inside sales and outside sales.  
 
Tanner began his presentation with the words “Digital Transformation” 
which is being driven by a partnership between Emerson and Spartan. 
Emerson is a global technology and engineering company providing 
innovative solutions for customers in industrial, commercial, and 
residential markets, headquartered in St. Louis, Missouri (USA).   
Spartan is the leading provider of automation, valves, measurement 
and process control solutions in Western Canada. For over 50 years it 
has provided automation solutions used in all process industries 
including oil and gas, oil sands, mining, pulp and paper, power, pipeline, 
and municipal. 
Emerson has operations world-wide while Spartan covers 
Saskatchewan, Alberta, British Columbia, Yukon and the Northwest 
Territories. 
 
Some of the key areas in the digital world are Big Data, Additive 
Manufacturing, Drones/Robots, Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning 
and Automated Work. 
 

We are now in the age of Industry 4.0. 
 
Industry 1.0 was the beginning of the Industrial Revolution with the 
introduction of mechanization, waterpower and steam. 
 
Industry 2.0 was the age of mass production, assembly lines and 
electricity. 
 
Industry 3.0 was the age of computers and automation. 
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Industry 4.0 is the Age of Cyber Physical Systems. Cell phones, smart 
thermostats and security cameras are good examples. 
 
Tanner spoke about the work life in industrial facilities 50 years ago 
when systems used pneumatic controllers, today we have digital valve 
systems and additive diagnostics that provide 100 times more 
capability. Traditionally, mining maps were two dimensional, now we 
have Virtual Reality Technology 3D for planning a mine. Safety training 
using virtual reality systems are now much more practical and safer. 
 
The future will be disruptive but innovative. Spartan is currently 
transforming their business model. It is a painful process that will still 
require capable and committed people. 
 
Data: Sensors, Transmitters, Devices, Data Sources, Databases, 
Controllers, PLC’s and Control systems. 
 
Connectivity/Control: Secure architectural designs that ensure data is 
seamlessly and effectively connected. 
Analytics/Applications 
Users/Services 
 

Manual inspections have evolved to online monitoring which is leading 
to automatic notification. Sixty percent of companies have active Digital 
Pilot projects but only 5% have aligned them to a clear business case. 
 
There will be fewer mega petrochemical and oil and gas projects in the 
future. Existing facilities will need to run more efficiently, and the key 
will be to use technology to make smarter decisions. 
 
Bob Bahniuk thanked our speaker for an informative and thought-
provoking presentation.  
Ken Willan was the winner of the Free Lunch.       
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President David Winfield welcomed 28 Gyros and three guests to our 
July 16th luncheon meeting held at the Faculty Club. 
 

Eric Spink introduced our guest speaker, Dr. Doug Hube. Doug is 

Professor Emeritus, Astrophysics, at the University of Alberta, and 
Honorary President of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada. 
 
His presentation was entitled “Target Earth: Impacts and Impactors”. 
He explained that there are many asteroids (also called minor planets) 
in our solar system. The main asteroid belt is located between the 
orbits of Mars and Jupiter but there are also a significant number of 
“near-Earth” asteroids which, from time to time, collide with our 
planet. 
An asteroid or piece of an asteroid that enters Earth’s atmosphere is 
called a meteoroid. The bright light produced by a meteor burning in 
our atmosphere is called a meteor. Most meteoroids burn up 
completely but anything that penetrates the atmosphere and impacts 
the Earth is called a meteorite. Thousands of meteorites hit the Earth 
every year, most of which are small. 
 
Doug showed some fascinating pictures and objects. He had pictures of 
the Whitecourt Crater (a 36 metre diameter crater created about 1,100 
years ago), videos of the 2008 Buzzard Coulee and 2013 Chelyabinsk 
meteorites, and passed around pieces of each meteorite. He explained 
that the Buzzard Coulee and Chelyabinsk meteorites were both 
approximately the size of a refrigerator, and that the Chelyabinsk 
meteorite caused significant property damage and (indirect) injuries 
because it exploded in the air just prior to impact. Doug also pointed 
out that, if the Chelyabinsk meteorite had entered Earth’s atmosphere 
12 hours earlier or later, it would have struck near Edmonton.  
 
He explained how astronomers can calculate the orbit of individual 
asteroids, such as the asteroid “Hube”, which was named in honor of 
Doug by one of his students. NASA keeps track of known “near-earth-
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objects” and Doug showed a chart listing many asteroids that will pass 
near the earth in 2019, some of which are quite large. He explained 
that it is not a question of if, but only when, a larger asteroid will 
impact the Earth, pointing for example to the 10 – 15 km diameter 
asteroid that struck the Yucatan some 66 million years ago, triggering 
the extinction of the dinosaurs.  
 
Sheldon Weatherby thanked Doug for his excellent presentation.  
The free lunch winner was “Dutch” Hoeksema.  
Thanks to Eric Spink for supplying your Editor with the detailed 
speaker’s notes. 
 
 
 
 
                                                                               

 
 
Vapor cloud left by the Chelyabinsk, Russia asteroid as captured by M. 
Ahmetvaleev on February 13, 2013. Image by ESA 
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Your Editor took a fall from his road bicycle in Edmonton on July 10th 
and fractured his left hip joint. The good news is that my bike helmet 
saved my brain. The helmet and the hip took most of the impact. I 
received excellent care at the Misericordia Hospital and was given a 
complete hip joint replacement on July 12th. I am now recovering at 
home with Paulette’s unfaltering assistance. Thanks to many of you 
who sent me notes of good wishes!  
 
 

“Fast Fred” 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Tuesday Luncheon Meeting, Faculty Club, August 6th 
Speaker: Professor Jim Robertson (Ret.) 
Topic: Breton Plots, 90-year Grey-Wooded Soils Research Project 
Team Leaders: Allan Warrack and Peter Gommerud  
 
Tuesday Luncheon Meeting, Mixed Event, Faculty Club, August 20th 
Speaker: Dr. Jack Jhamandas, MD, PhD, an established clinical 
scientist. 
Topic: Alzheimer’s Disease and the development of new treatments 
for this condition. 
 

CORN ROAST and BOCCE, Mixed Event, Kinsmen Club House, Sept 3rd  
Catered by Darlene, owner of Buttercup Bistro 
Cost: Approx. $35-40 per person 
Location: West of Kinsmen Field House, near the High Level Bridge. 
Team Leaders: Peter Carter and Val Pohl 
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Corn Roast/Bocce location 

 
 
 


