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Those celebrating their birthdays are Tracy DesLaurier on the 5th, Andy 
Friderichsen, 97 years on the 13th, Len Evenson on the 13th, David 
Burnett on the 18th, Allan Warrack on the 24th and David Winfield on 
the 25th. 
Those celebrating their wedding anniversaries are Sheldon and Judy 
Weatherby, 47 years on the 15th; Fred and Paulette Schulte, 50 years 
on the 18th; Jack and Steffany Bowen, 24 years on the 21st; Chuck and 
Myrna Gerhart, 53 years on the 22nd; Peter and Katherine Morrison, 38 
years on the 30th and Bob and June Kerrison, 59 years on the 30th. 
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President Bruce Swanson welcomed 47 Gyros and one guest to the May 1st 
luncheon meeting held at the Royal Mayfair Golf Club. Bob Bahniuk led the 
singing of Cheerio and Jim Lochhead presented the Grace. 
Arv Hardin was recognized and welcomed back after a one-year absence due to 
health issues. 
 
Leon Lubin and David Winfield presented information on the potential closing of 
the Royal Mayfair Golf Club during 2019 and 2020 due to a complete renovation 
of the main building. The final decision on the renovation will be made by the 
Royal Mayfair membership in the fall of 2018. If the renovation is approved our 
club may not be able to find an alternate venue in 2018 0r 2019. 
Discussions have been held with the University of Alberta Faculty Club to 
accommodate our needs and space is presently available. A motion by Leon Lubin 
and seconded by Marty Larson to move our Tuesday luncheon meetings to the 
Faculty Club was made and followed by a lively discussion. 
The motion was approved by a majority of the members present at the meeting. 
Further negotiations will be held with the Faculty Club to finalize cost, menu, and 
parking arrangements. 
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Second Vice-President, Chuck Gerhart introduced our guest speaker Chris 
Radojewski, President of the Friends of the Royal Alberta Museum 
Society, or FRAMS. 
Chris holds a MA in Political Science from Queen’s University and a joint Honours 
degree in History and Political Science from the University of Ottawa. Previously 
he was a researcher for the War of 1812 Casualties Database and worked in Public 
Affairs at the Embassy of Canada in Washington, D.C. Chris moved to Edmonton in 
October 2014 to work with the Government of Alberta as a Senior 
Intergovernmental Officer in the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade. 
The move to Alberta has allowed Chris to pursue his passions of skiing and hiking 
in the Rockies. 
 
Chris indicated that the new building is well designed architecturally for museum 
purposes. The focus in the new museum will be on the artifact not on long written 
descriptions. The Children’s Gallery will be a new feature and the museum will 
able to accommodate 100,000 children a year.  
The original mandate of the 51-year-old museum in Glenora was to preserve 
Alberta’s history. Less than one percent of the artifacts were on display at any 
given time. 
 The new RAM will have double the display capacity and exhibits will be 
continually changing. Historical research opportunities will be readily available. 
There will be an underground LRT connection from the City Hall area. The old 
museum will still be used for storage and packing until 2019. 
 
 The Friends of the Royal Alberta Museum Society (FRAMS) has been a not for 
profit society for the last 35 years. FRAMS partners with the Royal Alberta 
Museum and external groups and organizations across Alberta to build support  
and increase awareness.  
In the future there will be more emphasis on fundraising which will allow the 
opportunity to purchase artifacts. The Society membership fee will now allow 
access to RAM activities and lectures.  
 
Eric Spink thanked our speaker for his people-driven presentation. 
 
Heinrich Grosskopf won the Free Lunch draw 
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Royal Alberta Museum - Website Highlights 
 
Twice the size of former museum site 
Largest museum in western Canada 

419,000 square feet in total 

82,000+ square feet of exhibition space 

• Natural History – 31,200 
• Human History – 29,100 
• Feature Gallery – 12,000 
• Children's Gallery – 7,000 
• Bug Room – 3,000 
• Manitou Stone Gallery 

An exceptional place to celebrate the heritage and the stories of Albertans 

A major tourist destination 

Able to meet international museum interior climate standards, opening the 
door to hosting outstanding feature exhibitions 

Behind-the-scenes work more visible 

Improved services - shop, café, outdoor patio, group arrivals area, and 
expansive outdoor gardens 

Environmentally friendly - will meet LEED Silver standard at minimum 

Architecture reflects the culture, diverse landscape, regionalism, and spirit of 
Alberta 
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Education and public programs will reflect visitors' desires for a unique, rich, 
and rewarding experience 

Drop-off area for school buses 

Approx. 3,000 parking stalls for visitors within a 500-metre radius downtown 
(though public transportation will be encouraged 

 
 
President Bruce Swanson welcomed 37 Gyros and two guests to the May 15th 
luncheon meeting held at the Royal Mayfair Golf Club. Ray Dallaire introduced his 
guest Larry Wood. Jack Little led the singing of Cheerio and Jim Lochhead 
presented the Grace. 
 

John Ross introduced our guest speaker, Ron Bodnar who drove a 1911 
Franklin six-cylinder air-cooled automobile to our meeting. 
 
Ron is retired and married to Danin a retired Nursing Instructor. They have a son 
and a daughter and four grandchildren. He grew up on a mixed farm north of 
Innisfree, east of Edmonton. Ron was mechanically inclined from an early age and 
took apart and rebuilt everything on the farm and more than once had a few 
parts left over. 
Ron attended the Southern Alberta Institute of Technology (SAIT) taking one year 
in Aeronautical Engineering and two in Mechanical Engineering Technology and 
graduated with a certificate in Mechanical in 1966. Immediately after graduation 
he started working for Barber Industries, a local oil field equipment 
manufacturing and service company as a design and project technologist.  Three 
years later, Ron became Manager of Manufacturing overseeing the development 
of Barber’s propriety oilfield products.  He left Barber after 12 years to manage a 
small machine shop. A Barber’s customer approached Ron to supply a product 
known as a Diesel Cut Off Valve. This type of valve is designed to prevent diesel 
engine overspeed and uncontrolled running. Ron built a small quantity of his own 
valves like the Barber design.  
Ron started his own company in 1982, Roda Deaco Valve Limited, a three-
employee operation and the name Roda coming from Ro in Ron and da from 
Danin. He applied and received a Canadian and U.S. Patent for a swing type valve 
(his design) specifically for diesel engines in 1983. Roda Deaco Valve became a 
major supplier of the new valve to the industry worldwide. The swing type valve 
became a standard requirement on drilling and service rigs. Ron sold the company 
in 2007 which had grown to 50 employees with nine CNC machines capable of 
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doing all their own and machining and manufacturing. The new owners retained 
the company name and continues to manufacture many of the same products.  
Ron retired in 2008 and is now involved in collecting toys, meccano, cars, tractors, 
soda pop signs and petroliana.  
 
Ron indicated that he attended a car auction in 1976 and purchased a 1929 
Franklin. He is now a member of the H.H. Franklin Car Club with 900 members 
worldwide. 
 
In 1893, Herbert H. Franklin founded the H.H. Franklin Manufacturing Company 
in Syracuse, New York, which became the first machine die-casting enterprise in 
the world. In 1901, together with engineer John Wilkinson, he developed an air-
cooled engine. The following year, the Franklin automobile was introduced. 
Franklin became president of the new Franklin Automobile Company and 
Wilkinson was named chief engineer. In the new company, Franklin, the primary 
shareholder, was to run the business side and Wilkinson was to make all 
manufacturing and engineering decisions. 
 
Wilkinson earned a degree in mechanical engineering from Cornell University in 
1889. By 1898, he was tinkering with gasoline engines and in 1900 he 
demonstrated his first automobile. 

Wilkinson took Herbert Franklin for a ride in his second prototype automobile 

and Franklin was impressed. Wilkinson’s third prototype would become 

Franklin’s first production model. 

Wilkinson’s basic idea was to produce a car that would be lightweight and 

economical. He felt that car owners should have as little to do with the 

mechanics of the car as possible. His initial drawings contained the idea of a self-

starter which was to be operated by compressed air. 

The first Franklin took two months to build and became the first four-cylinder 

automobile produced in the United States. The car weighed 900 pounds and 

could go 12 miles per hour. In the first year of production—1902—Franklin sold a 

total of 13 cars at $1,100 each. 

In the Fall of 1902, Franklin brought out its Light Roadster. The 1,000-pound 

vehicle had two forward speeds, reverse, and two brakes. 

As an automotive innovator, Franklin used air-cooled engines which were 

considered simpler and more reliable than water-cooled engines. They advertised 
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that air cooling did away with radiators, hoses, and water pumps. Air-cooled 

engines, in the age before antifreeze, had an advantage in cold weather. 

Franklin used a wooden frame constructed of three-ply laminated ash and full-

elliptic leaf springs. This meant that the vehicle was lighter and was better able 

to absorb shocks, important in providing a smooth ride over unpaved roads. 

Other Franklin innovations included a constant level carburetor which enabled 

the engine to operate through a great range of speed and throttle. By 1905 

Franklin brought out a six-cylinder and an eight-cylinder engine. 

By 1904, Franklin was also producing a touring car with a detachable rear 

tonneau which seated four passengers. The 1,100-pound car was powered by a 

10-horsepower engine and sold for $1,300. 

 

 
By 1915, some Franklin models could attain a top speed of 65 miles per hour and 

obtain gas mileage of 32 miles per gallon. 

The Franklin was considered a luxury car, competing with Buick, Hudson, and 

Jordon. It was less costly than Packard or Cadillac. It had a reputation of being 

an easy and restful car to drive on long trips. 
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By the 1920s, Franklin was producing 8,000 cars per year which peaked at 

14,000 in 1929. In 1929 a Model A Ford cost $900 while a Franklin cost $2600. 

In 1930, Franklin introduced a new 100 horsepower engine. In 1932, responding 

to competition from other luxury cars, Franklin brought out a twelve-cylinder 

engine. However, the Twelve was the wrong vehicle to build in the Great 

Depression and only 200 were ever produced. In 1934, Franklin Automobile 

Company declared bankruptcy. 

  

 
1931 Franklin 

 
The preceding italicized information was taken from the Daily Kos 
website. “Taken from History 101: The Franklin Automobile”  
 
Ron Bodnar currently owns 10 Franklin’s and he is waiting on a 1904 Franklin 
restoration being undertaken in Minneapolis, Minnesota. His 1911 Franklin has 
acetylene lamps on the front and kerosene side and tail lamps. The leather 
upholstery on his vehicle is starting to deteriorate and he plans to have it replaced 
with new leather. Franklin cars exhibited three factors that inhibited sales, they 
were noisy, lost a lot of oil and ran very hot.  He enjoys Franklin car shows and 
drives to them or in the case of a future to trip to England with his restored 1904 
Franklin, he will have it shipped. The Franklin’s have a lot of strong points and a 
lot of weak points, but they are still fun to drive! 
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Ron Bodnar’s 1911 Franklin 

 
 
Peter Gommerud thanked our speaker for a very interesting presentation and 
commented that he was also one who couldn’t wait until a new parts catalogue 
arrived. 
 
Sheldon Weatherby was the winner of the Free Lunch draw. 

 
 
 
 
“Fast Fred” 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 

Tuesday Luncheon Meeting, Royal Mayfair Golf Club, June 5th 
Speaker: Gordon Ulrich 
Topic: Luscar Coal Mining Operations 
Team leaders: Cliff Revell and Jack Ellis 

 
DISTRICT VIII CONVENTION, Nelson, B.C. June 7-10, 2018 
Convention Hotel: Prestige Lakeside Resort, Gyro rates: $140/night plus tax-City 
side and $160/night-Lake side. 
Registration Fee: $450/couple, single $225 
Convention Link: http://nelson.gyro.ws/CONVENTION.html 

Nelson Contact: Dave Brown  davelinbrown@shaw.ca 
 

Tuesday Luncheon Meeting, Royal Mayfair Golf Club, June 19th 
Business Meeting- Approval of Financial Statements 2017-18 and 
District VIII Convention 2019. 
Team Leaders: Bruce Swanson, David Winfield, and Gary Campbell 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

http://nelson.gyro.ws/CONVENTION.html
mailto:davelinbrown@shaw.ca
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Nelson, British Columbia 

 
 
 
 
 
GYRO INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION, Abbey Resort, Lake Geneva, 
Wisconsin. June 25-29, 2018 
 
 
 
 
 


